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religion, but as beliefs generally accepted by mankind.
To find people who believe their religion as a person
believes that fire will burn Ms hand when thrust into
it, we must seek them in those Oriental countries
- where Europeans do not yet predominate, or in the
European world when it was still universally Catholic.
Men often disobeyed their religion in those times,
because their human passions and appetites were too
strong for it, or because the religion itself afforded
means of indulgence to breaches of its obligations;
but though they disobeyed, they, for the most part,
did not doubt. There was in those days an absolute
and unquestioning completeness of belief, never since
general in Europe.

Such being the empire exercised over mankind by
simple authority, the mere belief and testimony of
their fellow creatures; consider next how tremendous
is the power of education; how unspeakable is the
effect of bringing people up from infancy in a belief,
and in habits founded on it. .Consider also that in
all countries, and from the earliest ages down to the
present, not merely those who are called, in a re-
stricted sense of the term, the educated, but all or
nearly all who have been brought up by parents, or
by any one interested in them, have been taught'
from their earliest years some kind of religious belief,
and some precepts as the commands of the heavenly
powers to them and to mankind. And as it cannot